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Government reshuffle – 15th July 2014 
 

Introduction 

 

On 15th July 2014, Prime Minister David Cameron announced a large Government reshuffle. This political 

move was defined by the promotion of more women to the Cabinet and softer personnalities in order to 

appeal the electorate, less than a year before the next General Election.  

The big surprise of this reshuffle was the demotion of the largely unpopular Education Secretary Michael 

Gove, who becomes Chief Whip in the House of Commons. He was replaced by Nicky Morgan formerly 

junior treasury minister and women minister, deemed as less controversial than her predecessor. 

 

Key changes 

 

Promoted to Cabinet 

 

 Nicky Morgan was a junior Treasury minister, now education secretary 

 Liz Truss was an education minister, now secretary of state for the environment, food and 

rural affairs 

 Jeremy Wright was a junior justice minister, now attorney general 

 Michael Fallon was a business and energy minister, now defence secretary 

 Stephen Crabb was a junior Welsh Office minister, now Welsh secretary 

 Baroness Stowell was a local government minister, now leader of the House of Lords 

 Jo Johnson is promoted to Minister of State at Cabinet Office and remains head of the 

Downing Street Policy Unit 

 

Promoted 

 

 Claire Perry was a government whip, now a junior transport minister 

 Anna Soubry promoted to more senior role at Ministry of Defence 

 Amber Rudd was a whip, now a junior energy minister 

 Jo Johnson has been promoted to Minister of State and remains as head of the Downing 

Street Policy Unit  

 

Moved 

 

 William Hague was foreign secretary, now leader of the House of Commons 

 Philip Hammond was defence secretary, now foreign secretary 

 Michael Gove was education secretary, now chief whip 

 Greg Clark keeps existing Cabinet Office role but gains higher education and science brief 

 Matthew Hancock gets more senior role in business department and takes on role of energy 

minister  

 Nick Boles was planning minister, now skills and enterprise minister 

 Mike Penning was work and pensions minister, now policing and criminal justice minister 

 Andrew Murrison moved from Ministry of Defence to Northern Ireland Office 

 John Hayes becomes minister of state at the Department for Transport 

 Desmond Swayne was a whip, now an international development minister 
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Brought in 

 

 Priti Patel was not previously in government, now exchequer secretary to the Treasury 

 Penny Mordaunt was an unpaid ministerial aide, now a local government and communities 

minister 

 Julian Brazier joins government as defence minister 

 Brooks Newmark joins government as junior Cabinet Office minister 

 George Freeman is appointed as business and health minister 

 Robert Buckland joins government as solicitor general 

 Sam Gymiah joins government as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

 Alun Cairns is appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Wales Office and 

Government Whip 

 Mel Stride, Therese Coffey, Ben Wallace and Damian Hinds are appointed as Assistant 

Government Whips 

 Sam Gyimah is appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for 

Education 

 Tobias Ellwood is appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Foreign Office 

 

Brought back  

 

 Nick Gibb returns to government as education minister 

 Mark Harper returns to government as minister for disabled people 

 

Out 

 Ken Clarke was minister without portfolio, has now left government 

 Owen Paterson was environment secretary, has now left government 

 David Jones was Welsh secretary, has now left government 

 Sir George Young was chief whip, has now left government 

 David Willetts was universities and science minister, has now left government 

 Hugh Robertson was a Foreign Office minister, has now left government 

 Greg Barker was climate change minister, has now left government 

 Nick Hurd was Big Society minister, has now left the government 

 Alan Duncan was international development minister, has now left government 

 Andrew Robathan was junior Northern Ireland minister, has now left government 

 Damian Green was policing minister, has now left government 

 

Cabinet ministers and others staying in their jobs  

 Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne 

 Home Secretary Theresa May 

 Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt 

 Transport Secretary Patrick McLoughlin 

 Northern Ireland Secretary Theresa Villiers 

 International Development Secretary Justine Greening 

 Justice Secretary Chris Grayling 

 Work and Pensions Secretary Iain Duncan Smith 

 Culture Secretary Sajid Javid 
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 Communities and Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles 

 Conservative chairman Grant Shapps 

 Employment minister Esther McVey (but will attend cabinet) 

 Minister for government policy Oliver Letwin 

 Cabinet Office minister Francis Maude 

 Culture minister Ed Vaizey (promoted to minister of state) 

 Local Government minister Brandon Lewis (promoted to minister of state) 

 


